A fatal case of gastric mucormycosis and diabetic ketoacidosis.
To describe a case of gastric mucormycosis in conjunction with severe bleeding in a young woman, which occurred after an episode of ketoacidosis and had a fatal outcome. We present a case report, including detailed clinical and pathologic findings in a woman with gastric mucormycosis associated with severe bleeding. A 17-year-old woman sought medical assistance for diabetic ketoacidosis and severe epigastric pain. Chest radiography showed normal findings, and blood and urine cultures were negative for bacterial growth. Endoscopy disclosed an extensive ulcerated lesion involving the greater curvature and posterior wall of the stomach. Biopsy specimens demonstrated the presence of invasive mucormycosis. Treatment with amphotericin B was initiated, but severe persistent gastrointestinal bleeding resulted in the patient's demise. In conjunction with diabetic ketoacidosis, severe infection by Mucor has been reported mainly in the rhino-orbital area. Although uncommon, the gastrointestinal tract can also be involved. In the case described, severe hemorrhage ensued and caused the patient's death.